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President’s Annual Report 


Being a new Committee of Manage- 
ment in anew State, the first few 
months were spent familiarising our- 
selves with the history and operation 
of the Association, However, one 
aspect that disturbed us was the state 
of our membership. Each year we gain 
a certain number of new members, but 
at the same time, an almost equal num- 
ber of members do not renew their 
membership, We would like to know the 
reasons why they do not renew so that 
we can rectify our mistakes or improve 
our service, if possible, 


To improve our service to members, 
a new position was created and Keith 
Wilcox was appointed Public Relations 
Officer. Keith literally threw him- 
self into the job and is endeavouring 
to foster and renew interest in all 
States. Also he has had a new poster 
printed, inviting interested persons 
to join A.M.R.A. These are now avail- 
able from the Federal Secretary for 
anyone who can place them in their 
local Hobby Shop. Membership forms 
have been reprinted, and lapel badges 
ordered. 


As an incentive to 7 Branches and 
States who do not have branches, the 
Committee have authorised a refund of 
twenty cents per financial member per 
year to existing branches, States 
that ds not, at present, have branches 
will have the refunds placed in trust 
until such time as they form a branch, 
at which time the accrued monies will 
be forwarded to the new branch, 


The supply of Constitutions was 
very low so the Committee revised and 
updated the Constitution but did not 
change the Constitution as we felt that 


the Committee who had originally co. 
ceived it had done an excellent jol 
It is being reprinted now and copi¢ 
will be forwarded to all financi: 
members in due course, 


In the publishing of “Journal", | 
feel that the Publishing Committe 
under the guidance of Rex Little «| 
Editor and Jack Treseder as Publishe: 
have done a remarkable job. We hope 
they carry-on in the new year to tl 
high standard they have set themselves 
but I would like to remind all membe: 
that “the success:.of “Journal” “ 
dependent on the articles and photc 
Submitted by members, Show you 
support and confidence in the Publist 
ing Committee by keeping up a steac 
flow of material, 


As a means of fostering more inte: 
est in the Association, the Committe 
would like to see more entries in tt 
competitions, These competitions ai 
run for your benefit aand_handsor 
trophies are awarded each year, Whe 
about giving it a go. All competitior 
close on the 3lst January, 1970. 


Finally, I would like to thank, ve1 
Sincerely, the members of the Committe 
of Management for the friendship ar 
co-operation they have shown me ove 
the past year. My job was made eas 
ier by their team effort. For busi 
ness reasons I am not standing for re 
election, but I trust that the membei 
will support the new Committee as the 
have supported the old, and so help 1 
build our Association into the bigge:s 
in Australia, 


Thank-you, 
BRUCE LOVETT 
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Annual General Meeting 


ptos: Rex Little. by Jack Treseder. 

Members of the AMRA gathered in the The new President took the chair, 
ower Sydney Town Hall on Sunday 5th the past President passed the presid- 
ct. 1969, for the Annual General Meet- ent's badge on to Rup Ackland, who 


ng of the Association. Members from then continued with the meeting. 
oSoW., Q*1d., and Vic., were present. 
ruce Lovett was presiding with Norm 
ead,(Secretary) and Keith Robinson, 
[reasurer) at the table, Following 
eports from the President, Secretary, 
reasurer, Editor and Publisher, the 
eeting moved on to the election of 
resident and five committeemen for 
he ensuing year. 


Bruce Lovett. Rup Ackland. 


Rex Little, Jack Treseder and Mal. 
Baker were appointed Journal publish- 
ing sub-committee, with Rex as Editor, 
and Jack as Publisher. Ken Elder was 
appointed Advertising Manager, 


orm Read.Bruce Lovett.Keith Robinson. With the essential personnel duly 
elected and appointed the meeting asked 
Mal Baker, (Vic. Branch President) numerous questions regarding Journal, 


ook the chair for the election and the answers being given by members of 
uly declared Rup Ackland the President the publishing sub-committee. 

na Messrs, N. Kead, K. Robinson, 
. Wilcox, J. Skilton. and Mrs. June 
unn as committeemen, 


Some members at A.G.M. 


All business concluded, the meeting 
closed early as most members in attend- 
ance had the final day of the Exhibit- 
Some members at A.G.M. ion to face come the dawn, 


a 
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An Industrial Line 


by Daryl Musgrove 


the lever lock until the points a: 
restored to normal, when it can the 
be withdrawn, replaced in the drawe 


SIGNAL CABIN. lock and used to release the staff. 


Sudenham. 
sti < Weronam Locomotives are of any type avai. 


able (except electric of course), | 
Cooks River Yard. class, 59 class, 60 class, even < 


s.c® eae! class on the trip trains, with 30 ¢ 
Simms Metals. 32 class on 23 trip, although diese! 
Alexandra 7” of the 41 or 48 class’ are bei! 

Ship Canal. A.C.1. oad seen more frequently. 

Fiat 
Kingstferd Smith oe? The oil trains are worke 
Airport. Mascot §.C by double 40 class on 421: 
4, & ea engines going through « 
: ‘Junee, or 44, 42, 42. 
Lords ed. 4 and: -A22 “on? =-3o 
Some years ago I L.c. Botany Rd. 
had the opportunity to / 


work on the Botany goods 


line in Sydney. This line Bailey's 
serves the industrial areas of Tannery. Lusaghts. 
Ma_cot, Botany and Bunnerong, as Commenwealth Neardie Ticker 
well as. the extensive Cooks River SidingS. 
goods yard. Regular services are Bankein S¥ 
provided by 7 trip, with 7A, 7B and 7G ee oa Bicncee 
trips added when required each morning. \ 
Afternoon services are provided by 11 Email. . Total. 
and 22 trips, while 23A trip works to Sataa B.P. 
Mascot each afternoon. Two oil trains, Kelloggs. 
421 south and 391 west originate also 1.C.1. 
at Botany each day. Shunting is con- Rates. 
ducted with anX200 rail tractor in the Hata 
Botany area, although the train engine J 
is utilised at various times. 
The line is single tracked from To Bunnerong Golden 
Marrickville Loop, and staff stations Boral , Speedieqas. Fleece 
are provided at Cooks River, Mascot 
and Botany. The staff for each sec- 
tion is used to obtain releases at through to enfield, where north loa 
each siding. The staff is inserted ing is detached. No. 391 west al 
in a drawer, which when pushed into a clears available loaded wagons © 
stand near the lever frame, allows the Kelloggs siding, which have _ be 


withdrawal of an Annett key which in brought to Botany by the tractor. 
turn unlocks the lever controlling the 
points, The key is held captive in Traffic to and from the siding 


nerally as follows:- 


_ Siding Name, 
| 


1, Canal siding. 


e Simms metals. S or K, some G, 


wees 1 Soca 
traffic). 


e Murray Moore, 
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Types of Wagon. 


Tank, (Private) S or K, 


Locomotives (stripped). 


KS (Converted K for sand 


UME, FME or other flats, 
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Loading In, 


Loading Out, 


Empty drums, Bitumen drums, 


Empty. 
For scrapping. 


Scrap metal, 
Sand, Empty. 


Steel lengths, Fabricated steel, 


Mascot, S&K Empty. Scrap metal, 
SRC Meat Empty. 
Baileys. SEK, Hides, Empty. 
Commonwealth, (Not is use when I was there, although I imagine any traffic 
would suit.) e.g. Louvres, Flats, 
8, Lysaughts,  S, K, BDE&G, Tin in rolls, Empty. 
9. Hardie timber, K, & BD. Timber, Empty. 
0. Pioneer, No traffic,works removed. Siding used to store Kelloggs traffic, 
1. Email. GLX ,HLX, other louvre vans, Kitchen appliances, 
2. Kelloggs. MLV, GLX, Victorian VLX Empty Foodstuffs. 
BWH, WH, & RU, Grain Empty. 
iS, Total, Tanks (Total and BP) Empty Petroleum, 
| ».& K, Drums, Drums, 
4, i al rae OR S, K and some louvres, Drums Drums, 
Do. Bates, SéK Paper board. Paper board. 
6, Botany, SEK, General goods. General goods, 
Tanks (H.C.Sleigh, Shell, Empty. Petroleum, 
| Esso, Mobilgas, & Amoco,) 
7, Bunnerong. Private engine (ex 24 class NSWR,) 
BCH Coal, Erapty . 
Tanks, Empty Speedie gas, 


Boral products, 


There is indeed a great variety of 
raffic offering. As a model this 
ine will give many hours shunting, as 
real trip takes about five hours, 
1e layout of each siding is as shown 
id connected by single track, 


All sidings are worked by depart- 
mental engines except Simms siding 
which has its own diesel shunter, The 
lifting bridge over the Alexandria Canal 
is not used these days, but was inter-— 
locked with the staff instruments, 


i al 


Cooks River Yard. 


Fram BS ; 
Marrickville Sanat = 
and Staff Hut. ee 
Lifting 


When a staff was out the bridge could 
not be raised. All staff instruments 
except those at cooks River are usual- 
ly left in automatic, it being the 
duty of the guard to work through each 
station. Control is exercised by the 
metropolitan goods controller at 
Sydney Station and each train proceeds 
under his direction. 


A.c.1 


Murray - Moore . 


w GL 


In model form this type of layout 
can give hours of pleasure to those of 
us who enjoy shunting. The layout 
can be accommodated in aU shape around 
three walls. I suggest that the line 
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Simms Metals. 


| 
GL an 


Kings ferd Smith 
Air port. 


the oil and coal trains convey twe 
brake vans, One at either end. Locos 
prodominately worked tender first tq 
Botany, because the greater loads are 
hauled out of Botany. A small stand- 
pipe for watering engines was placec 
in the dead end at Botany, and the 
running of engine first makes the tak- 
ing of water difficult. For this rea- 
son it is not necessary that trains be 
turned at the fiddle yard. The orde1 
of vehicles may need rearrangement, 


>-+—> 


Briclge | | 


MASCOT 
Loading Staff Rut. 
Bank. 4] 


S iqnol Frame 


Br 


Vehicles should be placed in the sam 


order from the engine as the sid 
Lysaghts. ings are reached. Don't forge 
6 a Sve Hae that the engine changes end 
GL a aac Harris Timber. 1. poe ena: 
gq s el oo a as 
Q >< “4 
ao ee ot P = Rs 
a GL Ofy < 
| Sane Commonwealth #9 e Me, 
an as 
Bailey s Sidings. - 6L Pioneer s a 
%9 Bat 
a 
: ‘ : GL 6 
end in a "fiddle yard" at Cooks River, 
and that a sliding panel be used for G SN 
turning trains. ae 
/ 
D 


Mest trains on the line, except for 
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1.€.] 
Zs 9 ot 
6L G 
| @ —f 
SilosS é 
fe) / Kelloags "6 
O/ 
Store 
Rates 


1ade by bringing the train to a stand 
-lear of the siding, detaching the 
cerucks to be placed in the’ siding, 
ylacing the trucks and returning to 
she train. If outwards trucks need 
removal, they can be collected first, 
sither by the engine Or with the part 
»f the train to be left in the siding. 
[he choice depends on the amount of 
york to be done before reaching the 
and of the line. 


The interlocking arrangements at 
Mascot are shown below. The main 
frame, “A“" is opened by use of an 
Annett Key obtained from the staff hut 
and when both home signals are at stop 
che No. 3 lever canbe reversed to free 
two Annett keys used to unlock the No, 
1 lever in frames B or C, When No, 2 
lever in frame C is reversed, a rod 
connection releases lever No. 1 in 
rame D allowing access_ to the goods 
Siding. 


Staff Hut 
Loading Bank. “OO " 


Riorden St. 
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ee 
v ny, 
e/ 
Gy pL 
S.M.Of fice 2 
@ /o 
uv 
y 
Dil Depot \ Te Bunnerong af 
Sliding board 
When loaded itis lifted out, turned 
through 180, and repositioned so that 
all trains face into the layout. 
| Home Signal. 
4S Distant Landmark. 
ew Ground frame and 
Ge associated staff lock 
Ge- Gate 
Es Flashing light 
Level crossing. 
Frame A, Frame B, 
1. Down Home, Le Pier la 
2. Closing. 2. Points, Main to 
3.Keys for BEC. Loop. 
4, & 5. Spare 3. Points, Loop to 
6, Up Home, Goods. 
Frame C, 


GOODS 

a Frame D Lo P&L . ; 

T LOOP e et give 

cy LA = Gs 2. Points, Main to Loop. 
| | ae | 


proms = Frame & Frame C Frame D, 
Lords Rd. 1. F.P.L. 
MAS COT 2. Points, Loop 
to Goods. 


@ From Botany 
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Sydney Exhibition 1969 


Photos: Rex Little. 


OFFICIAL 


by C.Gilbertson & J.Treseder 


OPENING, 


Mrs. June Lamour. Mrs. Jago. Mr. Jago, M.L.A. Mr. Graham Lamour. Mr. Phil Kell) 


The N.S.W. Labour Day weekend Model 
Railway Exhibition in the Lower Sydney 
Town Hall was organised and staged by 
the N.S.W. Branch of AMRA. The weather 
was fine and pleasant without being hot 
which no doubt enticed people to spend 
the weekend away from their homes and 
at functions similar to this exhibitim. 


This year the exhibition was opened 
by Mr. Jago, M.L.A., New South Wales 
Minister for Health, who, in his open- 
ing, stressed the idea of a “Hobby for 
Health" and why not model railway as 
this hobby. 


The exhibits were up to the high 
standard that we have seen through the 
years. A total of 21 stands were 
assembled for the public's inspection, 


This year the Journal staff though’ 
that it would be of interest to member: 


to know what takes place behind th 
scenes at the exhibition to make it | 
Success. 


Fascinating isn't it. 
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_ How is such an exhibition staffed so 
hat all exhibits are staffed and the 
lecessary chores are up to date? The 
ain reason for the staffing success 
s the manner in which Branch members 
re behind the Exhibition Committee in 
ffering their time and services which 
re allotted in the form of a roster, 
0 that the duties are varied. Super- 
isors check the staffing on the hour 
o see that all points are manned and 
hat those who are due to have breaks 
yr meals are free to do so, 


The welcomed cuppa. 


Not content with meals alone, the 
ladies gave a service to the public, 
whereby they could have that reviver 
of tea or coffee and biscuits’ by 
approaching the serving window at any 
time, The younger members of the 
public were catered for at the "Nibble 
Bar“, which was under the direction of 
Mrs, June Dunn, ablely assisted by 
members* wives and daughters. 


Now who'ts next? 


_ Meals. How does one cater to the 
orps of assistants that appear on the 
oster dach day? This section of the 
xhibition was organized by Mrs. June 
amour. The wives, daughters, sons, 
irlfriends and boyfriends of members 
nd their families rallied around her 
nd produced meals - some instantan- 
ously. Friday afternoon and evening 
hile the hall space was being allotted 
nd exhibits prepared, those in the A slack moment. 
itchen were hard at the’ preparation 

f the meals for the following days. 


ngredients were prepared for cas- Exhibitors for 1969. 

eroles, (plain and curried), salads 

nd sandwiches, The casseroles were | e ads o. ten 
ooked and coleslaw prepared, and all L, Marsden - AG**x § a 4 & - 
tored for use as the staff in white gauge sceniced layout. | ae a i 

oats required, during the exhibition, of its kind in Australia. | 


ee a 
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Traction Publication - featuring 
a display of railway books and period- 
icals including tramway and model rail- 
way subjects. 


Illawarra Model Railway Club - 
"HO" tramway and “HONS coffee table 
layout (Australian narrow gauge moun- 
tain railway) plus static models, 


J. Searle & Sons,315 Pitt Street 
Sydney, operating Marklin and Leeman 
"I" gauge trains, also new Marklin "K" 
track, 


Prospect Model Railway Club - 
fully sceniced 12* x 6* "HO" & "HON" 
American prototype. 


Lady Hopetoun & Port Jackson 
Marine Steam Museum - display of model 
steam and sailing ships. 


Hobbycraft, 276 Illawarra Road, 
Marrickville, - operating "N" gauge 
layout and hobbies display. 

Pizzy Pty. Ltd. - “HO" & “N" 
gauge Lima layouts. 

Bergs Hobbies, 111 Macquarie 


Street, Parramatta, - working layout 
and static display of Preidmont and 
M.R.C. scale model kits of N.S.W. pro- 
totype. The "HO" 32 class to be 
released in January/February, was also 
on display. 


Combined stand of Rail Recordin 
& Film Services and the N.S.W. Rail 
Transport Museum, Films and sound of 


favourite steam locomotives. Photo- 
graphs of railway preservation actiy- 
ities, On display was the 1970 calen- 


der,with photos of 30, 32, 36, 40, 53, 
59, & 60 class engines, together with 
a number of other items. This year 
Jim Powe has available “Steam South" 
which features five sequences of 38 
class. The Mail 938 on the Coonamble 
Mail in the hills between Orange and 
Wellington), "Pigs" (devoted to the 
chunky 4-6-0s), "Steam North" recorded 
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near Murrurrundi and on the short nor 
between Gosford and Newcastle. Al 
these are available from P.O. Box 9 
Rydelmere, N.S.W., 2116. 


Richard Youl - 4" = 1° scale 
model tramway. Cars of the C,P,R1 
and ballast motor type, as wellas 


Melbourne W5 were to be seen, 


N.S.W. Steam Train and Railwa 
Preservation Society - "1" gauge stea 
train layout with 2 balloon loops, wit 
a gauntlet track section to simulat 
Tyrone Road and Durham Road or th 
Wallsend tramline near Lambton where 1 
passed under the Lambton "B" Collie 
Railway. 

Australian Electric Tractic 
Association - "HO" tramway layout a 
book stand. 


Prototype Model. Products, 
Walker Street, North Sydney, sal 
centre and display of N.S.W. prototy 
Kits, 


Australian Model Railway Assoc 
iation information stand and scene) 
modelling display by John Dunn. 


Norm Read & Col Shepherd “O' 
gauge 7 mm scale layout. Models ¢ 
favourite N.S.W. trains were runnit 
here, 


Sydney Society of Model Engil 
eers -a static exhibit of steam trail 
in “HO" to "34" scale (mostly han 
made) - also boats and cars. 


S.C.R. Publications - a displ 
of Model Railway magazines and relat 
publications. 


N.S.W. School Railway Club 
Association - a small “HO™ layout wi 
proprietery stock running togethe 
with back copies of the associati 
publication "The Railway News". 
Model Railw 


Southern Cross 
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ees 


‘sociation -operating "HO" gauge lay- 


it and display of hand-built models. 

| A. Sherwood - Micro - miniature 
y)del railway layout. 1/8" rail gauge 
’uffing Billy" train and also live 
eam locos in "“O" gauge. 


Australian Railway Historical 
ciety - display of society publi- 
itions of historical nature, 


Australian Model Railway Assoc- 
tion(N.S.W. Branch) - "HO" gauge ex- 
bition layout featuring the Hawkes- 
ry River and Knapsack Gully. Locos 

tne. “F2, lOg. 30y 32; G0,y, 30,. 20, 42; 
» 03, 57, & O class, together with 
S, X & ¥ class were to be seen oper- 
ing on this greatly improved layout, 
ich was designed and built by Jack 
rker with assistance from Norm Read, 
il Kelly, Ken Edward, John Dunn 
cenery), Kevin Brown, Bruce Lovett, 
d Les Fordham, 


PENSVILLE | 
CONTROL 


en enn ee 


Section 
iven to | 


PENSVILLE | 


PM.G. KEY SWITCH 
AND CONTACTS 


MEMBERS 


For that final finish to your 
dressing the following accessories are 


available with the “wheel on rail" 
motiff: 
Lapel pin. 200C. 
Tie bar (crocodile clasp) 
silver $1.00 
gold $1.25 
Cuff links $1.50 


and for the lady members there is a 
broach - 50c. 


These items are available from the 
Federal Treasurer, 26 Lilac Street, 
Punchbowl, N.S.W.2196, post paid. 


After more than 10 years, the price 
of the lapel pin has had to be in- 
creased because of increased costs 
over the years, 


"The Jopaga Line". 
DURHAM CONTROL PANEL 


Section given |, = Section given 
to JOPAGA, 
ne ae given 


te: PENSVILLE. 


One only of | ! 
Several sections fo DURHAM S 
on panel. . Df _y Own controllars. 


Section 
given ta 
JOPAGA 


To DURHAM 
track section (DP) 
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Z Vans of the V.R. 


Photos: Rex Little. ~ by Rex Little 


My next effort was to produce some 
vans. Journal No. 54, Dec. 1964, had 
an article by Cedric Rolfe on the 600 
series Z van (which is a 4 wheeler) on 
a Triang underframe. A little re- 
search showed me that the 6 wheel Z 
van has the same dimensions as the 4 
wheel, with the addition of the extra 
axle, 


More trips to the yards showed me 
that there were many varities of con- 
struction, The windows in the Guards 
lookout varies in number from 2 to 4, 
some were steel sheeted, and I photo- 
graphed one that was all steel cons- 
struction, 


Suitable underframes were found in 
my scrap box, from an Airfix Guardsvan 
and an Airfix tank car. The vans were 
constructed using 0,010 styrene sheet 
for the body, and some fine piano wire 
for the handrails. The extra axle 
boxes came from another Triang wagon 
that I had converted to a UB, (See 
néxt article). 


4 
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VICTORIAN RAILWAYS VAN CLASS 2Z 


49" ever 
141” @VeT Cary, 
| ‘ | Abe r ga ie 
‘ai = Pre opal Spechdile ele 
ee e : SS Ee, 


‘8 GE: sae 
ok 


jth 


=) 


ly 


7 ee ©. a (“EE SEGRE cece ccm oa 5 
4 hd or ret 
/10g = ‘ : 
; of veil 
416" fe 7°86" 7'b" ete 4467. as _eer 
2440" over ond cits — sng’ cos Aap aely 
$9" Wer SFGS 


Z Verne. 7 bors a ond 6 whee/ed, me ry be Seen with Yar/ave “e A ¢gure 4/On3 of 
witdgws in the Sares laehkeot “Some vans arte woke! theasthed er 4 whee! 
omit ceatre wheess. See a/se pen : 


prbished m Jawrne! N°SE? ~ fee /96E 
o s t e & 


Sco ak fee€g 


¥en 


Completed models. 
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Lets Have a Convention 


Now that the timeis almost here for 
the first ever International Convention 
of Railway Modellers and Railfans to be 
attempted south of the equator (or 
north to it too from what the organ- 
isers can find out), I look back over 
the past 24 years and am amazed at the 
fact that this convention ever got off 
the ground. With the knowledge we now 
have, i'm sure we would never have 
attempted it had we really known the 
work it would involve. 


We were casting around for some 
method of giving the hobby a_ boost 
along, back in late 1966, and natural- 
ly enough we did consider organizing a 
model railroad exhibition similar to 
the ones held in Sydney and Brisbane. 
Tt seemed to us, in those days, that 
such a project would not really suit 
Melbourne, for quite a number of rea- 
sons - not the least of which was the 
lack of clubs in the state that could 
supply exhibition layouts, On top of 
that, experience had shown that the 
trade toy fair, which was always sup- 
ported by AMRA was failing badly. 
There was a serious decline in attend- 
ances by the general public, and, of 
course an exhibition would provide a 
place of entertainment for the general 
public, but what would the fellows al- 
ready inthe hobby gain that’ they 
couldn't gain byavisit to their local 
hoppy shop? Again, if we were looking 
for new recruits to the hobby, most 
school fetes in these days had model 
railway exhibitions as part of their 
attractions, run by a local fan, or 
perhaps AMRA or some other club. No 
we wanted to give something to the 
existing hobbyist, and what could we 
do here? 


What about a convention. Well, 
this certainly had not been tried 
successfully before, Even up to now, 


by Ted Frost 


there hasn't been a numerically larg 
convention in Australia - 390 to 3 
delegates seems to be the limit. 


The Melbourne Model Railway Societ 
Committee agreed in principle to a con 
vention - if it could be made to "go" 
and charged Ken Elder and myself t 
look into the practicability of such 
project, We kicked the idea about on 
evening over at Ken's home, which, in 
cidently is some 35miles from my place 
After considering and analysing th 
reasons why other conventions have no 
gone so well here in Australia, w 
came to the following conclusions: 


1, They have been too short in time 

2, They have always been over a_ week 
end, when all of our railways ar 
virtually closed down - especiall 
classification yards, workshops. 

3, They have not offered enough in 


terest to attract delegates. On 
or at best two clinics did not seeé 
enough. 


4, No thought had been given to famil 
members who attended the conventico 
city with delegates. 

5. No “star attraction" was offered 
"Vou have a number of overseas cor 

tacts Ted, do you. think any of thes 

would care to come to Australia for | 
convention and if so who?" Ken aske 

I ran quickly through the list 4g 

people I regularly corresponded wit 

and came up with four names that. migh 


appeal. Bill Burke P.R. manager of 
Sante Fe Railroad Systems; Charle 
Castner, Assistant P.R. Manager C 


Louisville & Nashville Railroad, J 
Stephen Dewhurst, Vice-President 
Association of American. Railroads, Lir 
Westcott of Model Railroader. 


We considered these, and in cours 
of this decided “Why not run an inte1 


ational convention? After all, the 
ooA. rail fan groups were starting 
o find Australia, so why not organise 
n attraction to bring them here? 
t followed that if they were to come 
o far, we would need to give them more 
han 2 or 3 days. From the local 


odellers* point of view, they would 
fant more time to get to _ know the 
nternational visitors too, So how 
ong should it be for? This we 


ouldn't decide, so went to the other 
xtreme and decided “as long as re- 
juired to fit the programme." 

_ When should it be held? This was 
sasy to decide as Moomba Week stood out 
ike a sore toe, There are many 
ittractions laid on for family dele- 
jates, so March was’ the time for it. 
lhich year was the best? Again 1970 
500th by far the best, as this was the 


200th anniversary of Cook's discovery 
f the East coast of Australia, and it 
eemed we would get some extra special 
Ve ivit ios to celebrate this, Besides 
.t gave us about 3 years to really plan 
ind organise the show completely. 


Our next problem was to come up with 
1 suitable programme, and this was no 
>asy task. There was so much that 
‘ould be done our problems resolved 
around what to leave out - not what to 
out in, | It seemed that we could run 
a convention for a full month with all 
che things we could put into it. The 
idea was practical, sowe reported back 
-O our Committee this fact, 


_ The decision was made, 1970 would be 
che year, March the month, We then 
i down to the next important decis- 
LON. Do we approach the other clubs 

in Melbourne re co-sponsoring, 
ve gO it along? This really was a 
lard decision to make because we did 
reel that the other clubs would be keen 
LO Ree anit. On the practical side, 
ve saw the fact that we would need 
5500 to $1000 to launch this though, 
and also had to face the fact that at 
the end of the convention, we would 


or do 
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possibly be “in the red" over it. The 
best we could hope for was to _ break 
even. A few private enquiries told 
us that no other club would be inter- 
ested in helping finance the project, 
so we elected to do this alone, so no 
Other club was officially approached 
re the convention, We did approach 
AMRA Victoria Branch, re an exhibition 
to run in conjunction with the con- 
vention, but more of that later, 


Our next task was to consider a 
programme, but at the same time, we 
needed to consider the venue of the 
convention too. Then there was a 
matter of catering, accommodation was 
another requirement to think about, 
Over the next 6 to 8 months, Ken and I 
spent on an average 3 to 4 hours a 
week on this jointly, and I quite un- 
ashamedly called on all my contacts in 
Melbourne and elsewhere,some influent- 
ial, some not so much so, We were 
fortunate in having a number of con- 
tacts in the right places who are in a 
position of influence enough to get 
some of our requirements underway. 
Without these folk, our job would have 
been very hard. 


First and foremost, Linn Westcott, 
when I broached the subject with him 
he had already planned to visit 
Australia and New Zealand in 1971, but 
would now do so in 1970. Furthermore 
he was only too happy to give a talk 
to the convention. 


at the Federal Hotels 
the convention at the 
and what is more do all 
the worrying on catering and-= ac- 
commodation, and what's more, would 
arrange for special accommodation at 
the Moomba Day procession, 


My friends 
agreed to have 
Savoy Plaza, 


Contacts inside . the VR. . ensured 
a smooth passage for our requests to 
visit workshops, railway. stations, and 
hump yard, which we were assured would 


be finished by then, and so on, All 
this involved many letters, personal 
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visits, phone calls and so on,but what 
we could dowas starting to take shape. 
What we needed to do now was programme 
the lot so that every delegate saw 
everything. 


All places to be visited 
limited in the number that 
there at the one time, and as we were 
not even sure how many would attend 
the convention, what could be done 
about this? It was finally resolved 
that for visitations, we would treat 
each group as a "little convention™ in 
its own right, and a chart was drawn 
up showing all places we proposed to 
visit. From the facts gathered, we 
knew that each group could visit two 
sites in the morning and two in the 
afternoon, We also had assurance 
from the managers of the particular 
Sites that we could send through a 
different party each hour or so, and 
so came the planning of which group 
would gO where, and at what’ time? 
Places to be visited were paired off, 
and groups paired off also, so that 
group A and B would visit site 1 and 2 
on the same half day. Group A would 
visit site 1 and group B site 2. then 
after an hour to an hour and ahalf the 
groups would change over and visit the 
alternate site, This cut down the 
mileage required on transport to be 
used, and so cut down expense. After 
many hours with paper and pencil, a 
dovetailed programme was finished and 
we could turn our thoughts to the three 
fan trips we decided ought to be 
offered. This was not so easy. We 
felt we needed to offer trips of rail- 
way interest to delegates, and tourist 
interest for family members. The only 
trio that nicked itself was the one to 
Puffing Billy so we shelved this problem 
for a month or two while investigations 
were made through contacts in the 
Association of Railway Enthusiasts. 


were 
could ke 


Meanwhile the outlined 
with site visits named, one fan trip 
named, and the others just slotted as 
trip 2 and 3, together with clinics 


prodqramme, 
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slotted by number only was presente 
to the Committee for approval. Th: 
was accepted, and is in fact the fin: 
programme to be _ presented in Marc] 
The selections made had met with tl 


approval of all concerned, who agre¢ 
we had eliminated the ones of lea: 
interest, 


This was December 1967, and detai: 
were now sent to the various hobl 
magazines throughout the world. Mode 
Railroader, Railway Model Craftsmar 
Railway Modeller, Finelines, N.M.R.é 
Bulletin,AMRA Journal, all gave gene? 
ous support, but there was. one di; 
appointment, The other Australix 
Magazine said they would be happy 7 
promote our convention, and sent the 
advertising rates to us to advise 1 
of the cost of their promotion, V 
did not get support fromthis magazine 
who so often claim they will suppo 
the hobby the best they can at a 
time. All the above magazines ha 
given generously of their space sin 
March 1968, while we have also hi 
publicity in hobby magazines in Italy} 
New Zealand, India and South Afric 
from time to time. We also circulai 
ised all Model Railway Clubs registe 
ed in Model Railroader and Railwe 
Modeller, as well as every club v 
could trace in Australia about thi 
time. Postage and printing had co: 
near $300 by this time. 


By July 1968, we had looked at 
number of likely places to take No. 
and No. 3 tours, and had rejected mos 
as unsuitable, A number of place 
were considered and rejected on pape 
only, but it was found some places re 
quired an evaluation trip to see tt 
practical side of this, Eventual] 
Ballarat and its trams was one choice 
and Swan Hill and its folk museum the 
other. A reserve trip has_ bee 
arranged in case of emergency, as a. 
Special fan trips are dependant 
availability of locomotives, 


The matter of a model railway e: 
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i1ibition was then considered. but with 
he variety of jobs required to be 
illed to make the convention a success 
e felt this was beyond us - however 
yood the idea, Discussions were held 
ith AMRA Vic. Branch, and where the 
nest we hoped for was for them to do 
his on our behalf, they undertook to 
lo this on their own behalf as a con- 
ribution to the success of the con- 
ention, This attitude was equal to 
hat of the A.R.H.S. Museum Committee, 
and the P.B.P.S. when their facilities 
ere made available on weekdays for us, 
€ are grateful to these bodies, as 
also to the support offered and ac- 
epted by the Locomotive Society of 
ictoria and the Tramway Museum Society 
of Victoria Limited in making their 
acilities available, 


Home layouts are an important part 
of any convention, yet as some dele- 
yates are rail fans, not modellers, we 
1ad to compromise here, Visits to 
10ome layouts and rail film — shows 
lash. This is the only phase of the 
\rogramme where a choice must be made, 


In selecting home layouts there are 
any facits to consider, e.g. the lay- 
ut must be of high standard in at 
east one aspect of the hobby, but pre- 
erably in most aspects, it must be 
-asy to reach, it must have room for a 
umber of visitors at the one time,and 
30 On, Our inspection officer (Keith 
lain) has spent one evening each week 
isiting layouts. About half of the 
ayouts visited have been unsuitable, 
ut, if nothing else, I'll wager Keith 
as seen more home layouts in Melboume 
han anyone else in Australia, Each 
elegate will visit at least six of 
nese, 


Selection of clinic subjects and 
ypeakers also has involved many hours 
£ research, but is now behind us, 


While all this was going on, we 


ere receiving enquiries from all over 
ustralia and eight different count- 
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ries. All had to be answered, and 


many of those who wrote wished to cor- 
respond regularly. This has been 


done willingly by me, andI have gained 


a number of friends through this pro- 
ject. Preparation of information for 
magazines; answere to prospective dele- 
gates; letters to delegates; letters 
to clubs; railway department heads; 
tramways; bus companies; hotels, etc 
etc, now number about 2000, all draft- 
ed by myself, though about only half 
typed by me - my wife has typed the 
rest, is just one aspect of this con- 
vention, | 


The publication of the two booklets 
produced involved more hours of work 
and here we must make mention of the 
financial support of the advertisers 
who in the main met’ the cost of these 
efforts, although not entirely, They 
certainly are happy to help foster the 
hobby in this way, and in return, we 
commend them to you, 


These then are some of the things 
that have gone by us now in planning 
the convention, and to date we have 
registrations for about half of the 
maximum number we can accept - includ- 
ing 60 from overseas, The programme, 
which is all included in the cost of 
$60, is shown in an abridged form at 
the end of this article, Accommodat- 
ion can be had from $65 for bed and 
breakfast. 


I look forward to welcoming you at 
this great function and know you will 
make many friends from overseas and 
other areas of Australia while you are 
here. 


Oh: just one more thing, the next 
convention I attend I'll be a delegate 
to - definitely not the organiser, 
This one wasachallenge and fun to do, 
but once in a lifetime is enough when 
it comes to organising this type of 
thing - well, at least till next time 


I guess. I've not mentioned the 
family programme of course,but it took 


PAGE 18 


A.M.R.A. JOURNAL NO, 83. 


‘2 mata : : 


the same detailed planning as this one 
and details can be had by writing to 
me at the address shown in the con- 
vention advertisement in this issue. 


In conjunction with the convention 
there will be a Model Contest with 10 
sections. These sections include the 
usual* ‘scratch built, converted and 
freetance models, plus scenic access- 
ories, layout design and a_ photo- 
graphic competition. Prizes will be 
awarded to the winners of each section 
plus’a- prize for the “Best. of. the 
Show". For further details: send 
S.A.E. to the Convention Secretary, 
Box 68 Boronia, Victoria, 3155. 


Abridged Convention Programme, 


Monday, 2nd March - Opening Day. 
10,30 a.m. First model clinic, 

scenery. 
Visits to selected loca- 
tions around Melbourne, 

00 p.m. Official Opening Luncheon 

30 p.m. Second model clinic, 
scratch building. 
Visits to selected loca- 
tions around Melbourne, 


Tuesday, 3rd March. 
9.00 a.m. Steam hauled trip to 


Ballarat, including a tour 
of Ballarat Tramway System. 


7.30 p.m. Third model clinic, sub- 
ject to be advised, by 
Linn Westcott. 


Wednesday, 4th March, 
9.00 a.m, Family groups, half day 
tours. 
Delegates tours of V.R. 
installations. 
7.30 p.m. Slide show or visits to 
private layouts. 


Thursday, 5th March. 
wn 00 a.m. Steam hauled trip to 


Belgrave and then by Puff- 


ing Billy to the narrow 
gauge museum, 


7.30 p.m. Slide show or visits to | 
private layouts. | 


Friday, 6th March, 
9,00 a.m. Family groups day tour tc 
Geelong or Daylesford,. 
Delegates tours of V.R. | 
installations. | 
7.30 p.m. Fourth model clinic, | 
electrics by Allan Dowel. 


Saturday, 7th March, 
7.00 a.m. Steam hauled rail trip tq 
to Swan Hill and visit to th 
11,00 p.m, Folk Museum, 


Sunday, 8th March. 
Free Day. 


Monday, 9th March, 
Moomba procession etc, 


Tuesday, 10th March, 

9,00 a.m, Family groups tour to 
Healesville sanctury. | 
Delegates visits to V.R. | 
installations. | 

3.00 p.m. Fifth model clinic, op- | 
erating a model railroad, 
by K. Elgier,co3 BpReE Teo! 
and M. Robin, 

6,00 p.m, Farewell dinner. 


Wednesday, llth March. 
For those with that ex- 
tra day, tour. to..Phillip'| 
Island and the Penguin | 
Parade. | 


ERRATA, | 

In the last issue due to my over-_ 
sight, I missed the fact that the 
Federal Committee had ruled that all 
the construction competitions’ should 
close on 3lst January each year, 
Therefore, would you please note that 
the Lineside Structure competition 
closes on 3lst January each year not 
30th September, as stated. 
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Since writing the first article re- 
ding my change over to "N" I have 
en hard at work in laying track, 
llasting, making buildings and doing 
enery. With the Editor's permission 
will try and give members my impress- 
ns and mistakes to avoid with the new 
aLe. 


The very first thing one must do is 
) STOP THINKING IN TERMS OF HO, I 
und that after having twenty-five 
irds of main line, “up and down", I 
id left far too much space between 
‘facks, particularly in the curves, 


‘is meant the majority of the "down" 
up and relaid 


‘ack had to be pulled 

id where it had already been ball- 
sted, redone all over again, However 
ww I admit that it looks very much 
stter, and I can allow visitors to 
ill without wondering what they will 
‘aw my attention to next time. 


I tried ballasting this time using 
scale ballast (obtainable from 
-evor Miller Hobbyshop in Camberwell 
yad, Hawthorn,) mixed with Casco 
ywdered glue and then placed in pos- 
-10n on and around the track, The 
_xture is then sprayed gently with 
ater and left overnight’ to harden, 
+ 1s very easy to use, so long as you 
ike sure the mixture is just below 
1e level of the sleepers to avoid 
iterference with wheels when it has 
ardened. Of course one must be care- 
11 to avoid placing it in or too near 
lades and switches, 


q 


I also tried using powdered cement 
)lour mixed with the Casco powdered 
lue for lineside scenic effects, lay- 
ng the mixture and then spraying with 
ater gently. To-date it works quite 
211, although I have not yet tried it 
n actual scenery. 


ie 


required, 


Part 2 by Ken Elder. 


How many of you have heard of “Mod- 
Roc"? This is an English product con- 
Sisting of several yards of about six 
inch wide plaster soaked bandage, All 
one has to do is to cut off the size 
dip it into water for four 
seconds, allow excess water to run off 
and then place it in position, As it 
hardens rapidly a certain amount of 
speed is necessary. JI found it ideal 
for the initial scenic outline, with 
the usual mixture of moulding plaster 
being placed over it after twentyfour 
hours, This Mod-Roc seems the answer 
to scenery in a hurry (obtainable from 
Baker & Doherty) and can also be used 
to cover those table joints that occur 
in awkward places, 


I have also made about’ seven or 
eight of the building kits as supplied 
for "“N" by Pola, Atlas, Hlejan and 
others. With the aid of the carbon 
tetrachloride they came together easi- 
ly and quickly, taking about thirty 
minutes each to make, They are all 
pre-coloured in reasonably natural 
colours and lend a most realistic at- 
mosphere to the layout, I intend to 
place many more in the appropriate 
spots as they become ready. I did not 
find any snags with any kit so far, al- 
though. a couple merely had exploded 
drawings and no wording to go with them, 


Telegraph poles are also available 
from two manufacturers, and plenty of 
figures that are remarkably well de- 
tailed for their tiny size. If you 
watch out for Architects scale models 
in the near future, see if you can 
count the number of "N" gauge figures 
cn one model, It will probably run 
into many hundreds. One person we 
know received an order for a thousand 
tiny figures just for this purpose. 
That is really talking money. 
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My rolling stock to date consists 
of four Pennsy passenger coaches with 
clerestory rooves and an F7, A and B 
(both lit) also in the Pennsy colours, 
From what Ihear the best rolling stock 
is a toss up between Lima (new style 
with metal wheels) Minitrix, and Atlas. 
The Lima would appear to have the edge 
on the others at the moment because of 
the price reduction, Although I feel 
this could change with European markets 
in the near future, of course we hope 
that prices will come down in the other 
makes, not go up. I sincerely hope so 
because I am prone to running trains 
of ten or more wagons of the same type 
and I saw some beautiful ore wagons 
recently by Minitrix, but $2.50 each?? 


When one is starting off in a new 
scale there are so many things that 
one needS, and one has to revert to 
trying to establish some sort of 
priority, and this can be extremely 
difficult, Should one complete all 
trackage,and pointwork, and signalling 
first, or should we be content with a 
smaller extent of track, and some roll- 
ing stock and locos? Then again, what 
about that new power pack and con- 
troller? You see what I mean. MI am 
still endeavouring to make up my mind 
finally, and so shall have to continue 
to run‘with a reduced passenger service 
and no freight unless we can run to a 
baggage car on the end of the local 
passenger? 


Talking of signals, I happened to 
be ina hobby shop when the agent 
called to show Brian some new colour 
light signals in "N", I believe made 
Or marketed by Minitrix, As these 
appear to be the only ones on the mar- 
ket at the moment, there will probably 
be a good demand for them, They are 
in two types, amber and green or green 
and red, and from what I could see 
working off 14 volts. Price at this 
stage is unknown, 


Another thing I have found by using 
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Peco pointwork and their system oj) 
switching of the points, one does i 
have to worry about using insulate 
rail joiners, because the point doe 
it for you. Their double slip i 
arriving from England by air mail i 
the near future, the agent informed me 
If this is anything like the remainde 
of their pointwork, it will be mos 
welcome, Then I can change all 
long crossings for double slips 
beauty’: 


CHEMICALS - A WARNING | 


In these days of Plastic Kits one 
is always using something to _ spee 
up production or completion. To-da 
in an old copy of Model  Railroade 
(1962) I found this warning and 
feel that it is well worth repeati 
"A most dangerous agent - CARBO 
TETRACHLORIDE, This is an extrem 
ly potent and hazardous chemical 
especially when used in a poorly ve 
tilated area. It can ‘cause dea 
when inhaled and may also produce seve; 
liver damage." 


———— se 


FOR SALE 


NEW, HO Japanese brass loco (KTM) 
American general type 2-6-0 wi 
diamond smoke stack in original bo 
Price $25.00. Mr. L.V. Solomon, 
Ronley Street, Blackburn, Vic.3130 
Phone 8784331. 


WANTED 


Back copies of Journal - Numbers 4 
04, 58, 59 & 61 - up to 30c, eac 
depending on condition. Mr. L. Solomo 
22 Ronley Street, Blackburn, Vic.3130 
Phone 878-4331. | 


oR.A. Journal, 


jar Sir, 


I was fortunate in being able to 
‘tend the model Railway Exhibition 
ganised by the N.S.W. Branch of 

eR.A. at the Sydney Town Hall and 
und it to be an excellent show and 
credit to the organisers, 


| At the Exhibition I was delighted 
view the amazing range of HO gauge 
ts being, and to be, produced of local 
ototype. These are mainly N.S.W.G.R. 
tV.R., S.A.R., C.R., W.A.G.R. and 
G.R. all to HO scale are in the 
urse of production,) All Australian 
dellers will be able to _ purchase 
gon kits of their own State's rail- 
‘y and those wagons of other states’ 
ilways that are bogie exchanged, and 
n in their home state, Some model- 
rs licence will be required, for the 
G.R. stock is suitable for bogie ex- 
ange, but the Q.G.R. does not partic- 
ate in the activities, 


| , 
The main point of my letter is, 


‘though these are not’ the best kits 
ailable, they are of local prototype. 
would urge all HO modellers who are 
terested in Australian prototype to 
pport the manufacturers of these 
ts, and encourage them to extend and 
prove their range, Unless we, the 
dellers, Support the local manu- 
cturers by buying their present kits 
ley will not be able to improve their 
‘esent standard and so extend their 
ange to the standard of the overseas 
‘oductions, 


If we give them our support I am 
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sure they will not disappoint us and 
will continue in their endeavours to 
promote the cause of Modelling Aust- 


ralian prototype, 


ARTHUR ROBINSON, 
The Editor, 
A.M.R.A. Journal, 


Dear Sir, 


I findithard to follow Ted Frost's 
statement that there is little mention 
of other than HO/0O in overseas jour- 
nals, Here are three I receive: 


Model Railway Constructor, 

July 1969, 
Construction of an EM gauge Claugh- 
ton Part 2, 
Gauge 1 garden railway Part 3, 
A description of the Romney Hythe 
and Dymchurch light railway an 0 
gauge layout, 

June 1969, 
Building a Claughton in EM _ gauge 
Part 1. 
An imaginary GWR Branch in 00, 
Layout suggestion for N gauge. 

May 1969, 
Trawsfynad Narrow Gauge 
(4mm on 12 mm gauge). 
Model Tramway construction in 4mm 
scale. 
Scratch building a 4 mm 40 ft GWR, 
Tri-composite coach, 


Railway 


Model Railway News. 

July 1969, 
Chilton Vale Railway 4mm scale, 
A TT line in the making. 
Tinplate Topics, 
Wagons in 4mm Part 2. 
O gauge high pressure steamer, 
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June 1969, 
Caledonian Roundabout - an O gauge 
layout, 
La Ballastiere de Chailloue, 
scale period piece. 
4 mm goods shed. 
Tinplate Topics. 
Wagons in 4 mm scale Part 2. 
Easy track building for gauge 0. 
LSWR Coaches in 7 mm scale. 
Romney, Hythe and Dymchurch 0 gauge 
layout. 

May 1969, 
Planning for 009. 
Broad gauge single in 7 mm scale. 
G.W. slip coaches in 4 mm, 
Two rail in gauge l. 
LSWR coaches in 7 mm scale, 
Horse drawn open coach 3,5 mm, 
009 workmans wagon. 
G.W. auto coach in 4 mm, 


a 7mm 


Railway Modeller. 

June 1969, 
Mineday and Woodside 
branch layout. 
A concrete viaduct for a 7mm garden 
railway. 
A dreadnought in 0 gauge. 

May 1969, 
Lakeside - 4mm scale on 18 mm gauge. 
Coach construction in 4 mm, 
Diesel shunter for O gauge. 

April 1969, 
Portabury & Ruffwell Magna - a 4 mm 


Road 4 mm 


layout. 
Magnetic coupling in IT. 
Illustrations and description of 


Pola Maxi two new locos in O gauge. 
Three new Rivarossi locos in O 
gauge. 

Two Marklin gauge 1 locos, 


Taking the last three sources of 
those magazines, I find Ted Frost'‘s 
statement hard to believe. 


This may also help others to get 
some idea of what is available in some 
of the: journals. It also indicates 
the interest being taken in gauges 0 
and 1. | 

BROUGHTON BOYDELL., 
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articles 
all others 
to convert the sca. 
to the one of one's choosing. Th: 


I believe’ that 
gauge apply equally to 
all one needs is 


on an: 


is not all that hard, in fact Cedr: 
Rolfe wrote an article on this subje 
which was published in the Decemb« 
1964 Journal No. 54, 

THE EDITO! 


The Editor, 
A.M.R.A. Journal. 


Dear Sir, 


As an O gauger I have been very 1) 
terested in Pop Valve in recent issue 
However, 1 cannot agree with tl 
suggestion by Broughton Boydell th: 
material in Journal should be reprin 
ed from other sources, Those of | 
who originally purchased the magazin 
from which the material would be tak: 
would be reading it all again (and pa) 
ing for it again). On the other hal 
I heartily agree with Broughton « 
another matter, namely Pop Valve. 
too believe that Pop Valve isa ve 
important part of Journal, but lett 
writers seem to be even harder to fii 
than article writers (if that is pos 


ible), Maybe it needs something col 
troversial to be injected into tl 
print now and again? I think t] 


present action in Pop Valve has tend 
to make Journal become more person 
again. 


Now getting back to 0 gauge. On 
O gaugers are likely to notice al 
thing new in that gauge, so its up | 
O gaugers to WRITE IN whenever a 
thing new is spotted. I am equal 
at fault in this regard. Furthe: 
here in Australia most dealers, make 
and dabblers in O gauge are in tl 
model railway field ona part-til 


basis, (The Model Dockyard being, 
my knowledge, the one exception 
Therefore one generally will not fi 


their wares in any shop, but rather 
some home workshop, Take for instan 
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ie N.S.W.R. 4 car and 2 car multiple 
it diesel trains which are still, as 
r as I know, being manufactured some- 
ere in the Sydney suburbs. These 
e well made, well painted and true 

scale, but one will never see them 
the shops. I think this same maker 
s end-loading suburban cars (loco 
uled), as well as 4 wheel coal hop- 
rs, but he cannot make a sufficient 
antity to have them laying around in 


e shops! Further, there are the 
esel loco bodies, beautifully made 
| steel, I have seen them, but I do 


t know who makes them, What about 
e V.R. Beclass diesels made _ by 
oenix Model Co, in Victoria? No 
e seems to know whether they are 
111 being made or not, or even if 
oenix Model Co, still exists, 


On the large scale commercial side, 
think for the time being, we must 
ely on overseas, I think it was 
san of U.S.A. who had quite a range, 
ich of which was suitable for 
istralian lines. Similarly Lionel 
id some reasonable scale wagons (I 
m some Lionel hoppers and they are 
‘etty good), but where can you get a 
onel or Cusan? Further, price here 
; a problem, with U.S.A. wages being 
‘pically $150 per week, their hobby 
sar can be quite expensive to us. So 
at leaves Europe, Well I understand 
varossi have some beautiful 0 gauge 
uff, but it never sees our sunny land. 
iother continental firm (is it Piko or 
ymething similar?) has a yrange too, 
icluding a beautiful steeple cab 
ectric loco, maybe not Australian 
‘ototype, but very good models, In 
igland there is Triang whose products 
re at last reaching our’ shores des- 
te the apparent efforts of the local 
‘lang agents to keep them out! There 
3 the passenger coach, which at 16" 
yng may be a bit short (I don't know 
ry sure, as there are plenty of 64 
ot coaches in Britain), the gondola 
gon and battery powered diesel loco 
lich should not be hard to power from 
ie-irack. 
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Well, what about it agents and im- 
porters, How about landing some of 
this equipment? Now that Triang 0 
gauge sets are on sale in most stores 
maybe the “toy train" users can en- 
large the market sufficiently to make 
Rivarossi and Piko (?) worthwhile out 
here, 


Finally, you 0 gaugers, how about 
making some enquiries and see what is 
being made locally, then drop a line 
to the Editor, we may be able to get 
something moving yet! 

BRIAN ROWLING 


NOTICE, 


This publication accepts no respons- 
ibility for the accuracy or reliability 
of articles or advertising contained 
herein, statements made or opinions 
expressed in papers or discussions, 
nor do we necessarily subscribe to the 
views expressed by contributors. 
Neither is any guarantee implied or 
expressed as to good conduct or prac~ 
tice of advertisers contained herein, 
This publication reserves at all times 
the right to refuse agceptance to all 
matter considered unsatisfactory for 
publication, 


HELP WANTED 


I wonder if any of Journal Readers 
have had any experience with model 
train whistles (steam) ? I refer to 
the type placed under the _ baseboard 
and operated by a small blower, mf 
have seen them, not in working order, 
and wonder if they sound realistic, or 
if the whistles could be made that 
sound like Australian prototype using 
the above or any other pririciple, 


Brian Rowling, 
42 Pemberton St, 
PARRAMATTA, 2150, 
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VICTORIA 
Things are going along nicely at 


the Victorian Branch these days. It 
has been possible to give our members 
a variety of interests at each of the 
meetings. Since my last notes in 
Sept./Oct. Journal we have had the 
pleasure of observing a series of cast- 
ings made in Silastic Rubber Moulds by 
Ford Niquet at our September meeting. 
All the members present were enthralled 
with the metal goingin and water tower 
parts, bogie side frames and many 
other interesting parts for the hobby 
coming out, 


Having conned Alan Dowell, in his 
absence, to give us a film night at 
our October meeting, arrangements were 
in hand, and when the night arrived, a 
pleasant evening was spent by a large 
attendance of Branch members. Alan, 
in his inimitable, way described the 
different methods of railroads in the 
countries which he visited, mainly the 
ticket issuing and cheapness of travel 
in the undergrounds of the Continent, 
Many models for display were exhibited 
at this meeting, among which Howard 
Armstrong’s series of N.S.W. scratch- 
built rolling stock was a feature, 


Unfortunately, in my last Branch 
Notes, I mentioned that the fares for 
our Rail Trip on Saturday 6th December 
would be $3.00 for adults, and $1.00 
for children, Due to increased quot- 
ation from the Victorian Railways, we 
have to announce that the tickets will 
now be $3.50 for adults, and $1.75 for 
children, This trip will include 
photostops and halts for meals 


Further to the present rolling stock 
competition for the construction of a 
flat wagon, the judging to take place 
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Reports 


at the December Branch Meeting; 
second competition for the constructi 
of a four wheel open wagon, such as | 
TA, HY, GY, RY, etc. will be judged 
the February Branch Meeting. The 
vehicles can be from fully scrat 
built, to modified scrap plastic, 
let the number of models for displ 
be a talking point of the Decemb: 
Branch Meeting. 


Don*t forget our Car Trial on 16 
November, at $1.00 per car, pure 
train clues, 


All the best to all for Christm 
and the New Year, 
JOHN SNEDDON 


Our second meeting in October si 
the Federal Secretary, Norm Read, : 
attendance and those members who d: 
attend enjoyeda friendly get-to-geth« 
with Norm to hear of some of the worl 
ings of the Federal Committee, Th. 
was the best roll-up we have had ft 
many months, and I hope we will see | 
many members as possible _ attendil 
future meetings. 


QUEENSLAND 
| 


Both the Sn3% and the HO0-HOn 
layouts are in O.K. running conditio) 
so members come along and give yo 
models a trip on the Branch layout, 


For those members who live in tl 
Brisbane area, and do not attend mee 
ings, please come along and make you; 
self known to us, or if you cann 
write and let me know, Remember | 
meet in the "Trocadero", Melbour! 
Street, South Brisbane, opposite Sou’ 
Brisbane Station at 8 p.m, on the l. 
and 2nd Thursday of the month, 


ARTHUR ROBINSOI! 


W SOUTH WALES 


The big news for this issue is of 
urse the very successful exhibition 
id at the Lower Sydney Town Hall on 
e recent Labour Day Weekend, The 
tendances were most heartening, con- 
dering the lull over’ the previous 


0 years. 


There is little else to report, 
sides the news that the toilet block 
Rockdale is completed and lining of 
e amenities section is proceeding. 
e clubroom is now able to be used to 
s fullest advantage. 


During August we had a very in- 
resting talk given by Peter Woolley, 
da visit to the Sydney Live Steam 
comotive Society at West Ryde, whilst 
e September meetings were put to good 
e€ preparing equipment for the Ex- 
bition. 


Coming events: 


6th December 
— 20th December) 
3rd January )- Layout. operation. 
17th January ) 
th February 


- Christmas Party. 


- Annual Meeting. 


For last, minute details watch the 
ytice Board at the Rockdale Club Room, 


The Committee of the Melbourne Model 
iilway Society wish to borrow for the 
riod of the Convention 2nd to 10th 
rch 1970, models of any of the follow 
ig Australian trains: Spirit of Pro- 
“ess, The Overlander, etc., complete 
reight trains with or without loco, 
istralian prototype locomotives in 


ither steam or diesel, all prefer- 
yly in HO. Trains in scales other 
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than HO canbe accepted to be displayed 
in suitable locked glass cases. 


These trains will be run on the 
Society*s layout main line by respons- 
ible Committee members during visits 
by Delegates to the Convention to the 
Society club rooms, 


As there will be in excess of 200 
overseas visitors at the Convention 
the Society wishes to show them as many 
different types of Australian proto- 
type locos and_~= rolling stock as 
possible. 


All trains or rolling stock accepted 
will be insured and properly looked 
after during the whole period of the 
Convention, 


If any modeller can assist will 
they please ring Ken Elder at 601391 
(office) or 36 3789 (home) or _ write 
c/o Box 4562, GPQ, Melbourne, 3001, so 
that details can be discussed. 


SHOP SPY 


Q GAUGE 


seen in Bergs Hobbies,111 Macquarie 
Street, Parramatta, N.S.W.: 


Triang Passenger Train Set, Bobo 
diesel -loco,2 coaches, rails, (plastic) 
$18.95, These items can be obtained 
separately as follows: 


Bobo Diesel Loco, battery operated, 
but I believe conversion to either 2 
or 3 rail would not be difficult, It 
has the usual plastic look about it, 
but a coat of Humbrol paint makes a 
world of difference, (I have seen it 
done). Detail is quite reasonable 
and the loco runs quietly, and bearing 
in mind battery powered, pulls quite a 
reasonable load, Price $6.75. 
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British Railways Passenger Coach, at 
16" long this may be a bit’ short for 
prototype, but there are many 64 foot 
coaches in the world. Detail is fair 
height appears correct, but I think 
for model railways the sliding doors 
would be better removed, altered and 
cemented back in flush with the sides. 
Needs painting to overcome the plastic 
look, Wheels seem to run true and 
Treely, Bogie detail is reasonable 
Price $2.95. 


Transcontinental Passenger Coach, 
Similar to above, has fluted sides,but 
not fluted roof. If painted silver 
etc, would make reasonable’ stainless 
steel stock, —- Price:2.95. 


Gondola. Bogie open wagon, again fair 
detail, runs well and with some modi- 
fication and painting looks reasonably 
Australian. Price $1.50. 


Track, curved and straight, 25c each, 
Y- points 95. This track is at 
plastic and of course is suitable only 
for battery or clockwork propulsion 
and is intended for use out of doors 
Or indoor, 


The above is not a complete list of 
- Triang 0 gauge,but it covers the range 
I feel suitable for use with a little 
conversion for model railways, as dis- 
tinct from toy trains. 


FOR SALE 


Following the dismantling of a very 


large Hornby Dublo three-rail layout, 
I have a considerable quantity of 
equipment for private sale, Every- 


thing from track to locos with un-used 
spares for the latter. Large quant- 
Lties of *acenic articles. Prices. by 
negotiation, W.P, Walters, Box 570, 
P.O., Lismore 2480, N.S.W. 
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Must Sell, Two Athearn HiF Dri 
locos, one F7, one GP9, five Athea 
streamline cars, 7 crown wagons, 0 
5 car Athearn HiF Budd set, one H & 


Duette,. Will sell in lots for be 
offer. Peter Lemon, 3 0*Conni 
Street, Eastlakes, N.S.W., 2018, pho 


Sydney 67-2266, 


ais hntarmeeas Son tea aS: 
Locomotives - Tyco, Lima, 
$4,50 - $8.00. | 

Coaches - Triang Pullman, Tran 
continental etc, 50 cents, each. | 

Wagons - Lindberg, Jouef, Lim 
Marklin, Rivarossi, Mantua, Crow 
Tempo, 40-80 cents each. 

Send S.A.E. for list to Ken E1d 
Box 4562, G. P.O., Melbourne, 3001, fs 


| 


Trian 


Do you have a need for a chee 
solenoid to operate that signa 
point, crossing gate etc.? Then y 
should not miss this bargain. 


The Victorian Branch have obtain 
a quantity of brand new Triang X15 
series 3, point motors, which they a 
offering to members at 25 cents ea 
including postage. | 


from 1 tol 
Outlo 


For any quantity 
write to W, Morehouse, 6 
Drive, Mt. Waverley, Vic. 3149. 


Are you one of those dads who r 
ceive some horrible ties at Christn 
then leave this where your wife 
children can see it. 


A.M.R.A. Ties either maroon « 
Silver grey with embroidered A.M.R. 
badge - $2.00 each including postage 
Available from Rex Little, P.O. Box 
Nunawading, Vic. 3131, or in N.S.W 
from Keith Robinson, 26 Lilac Stree 
Punchbowl, N.S.W. 2196, 
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